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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” (Ju 
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“The sword of the ee ey is 
: (Eph. 6:1 . 


word of God.’ 
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“Dr. Ben Bogard for its editor. 


IS DR. BOGARD A FUNDAMENTALIST? 


Does He Believe in Verbal Inspira- 
tion or Not? 


If anybody doubts the influence 
and sweep of the Fundamentalist 
movement he has but to notice how 
many now seek the influence and 
friendship of the movement who 
once openly fought it. We do not 
know people’s hearts, and 1 am 
sure we should take people at face 
value until they give evidence of 
insincerity. On that basis, many 
are now Fundamentalists who a 
few months ago were not. 

An interesting example is the 
case of Dr. Ben M. Bogard of Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Dr. Bogard is the 
pastor of a fine little church, and 
editor of “The Baptist and Com- 
moner.” He debates with all 
comers and stands fast for Baptist 
traditions. Not long ago he was 
attacking Fundamentalists, par- 
ticularly Dr. J. Frank Norris and 
the editor of this paper, calling 
us FUNNYmentalists, opposed our 
stand for verbal inspiration of the 
Bible, and defended Dr. J. M. Daw- 
son at Waco. But now a most 
interesting change has come about. 

In an advertisement in the Fun- 
damentalist, March 15th, Dr. Bo- 
gard says, “ “The Baptist and Com- 
‘mm , Little Rock, Arkansas, has 


This is a fundamentalist paper, 
been that way for the past twenty- 
five years. It pioneered in that 
doctrine. It stands for a verbally 
inspired Bible and the Premillen- 
nial Second Coming of Christ.” 
Admitting that “Dr. Ben M. Bogard 
is a walking encyclopedia” and 
that he is a “peculiar genius,” as 
his advertisement states, our inter- 
est centers on the question of 
whether Dr. Bogard’s paper “Is a 
Fundamentalist Paper, Has Been 
That Way for the Past Twenty- 
five Years” and that if it is true 
that “It Stands for a Verbally In- 
spired Bible.” 


When Did Dr. Bogard Change? 
Not long ago Dr. Bogard was 


A Strait-Jacket We Cannot Wear 
(Continued from Last Week) 


In last week’s Sword of the 
Lord, the first part of this article 
discussed the tendency of Baptists 
to follow traditions instead of the 
Word of God. Convention Baptists 
and Association Baptists alike have 
their unscriptural denominational 
machinery not found in the New 
Testament. Other Baptists calling 
themselves Fundamentalist or in- 
dependent or orthodox Baptists, 
come out of the Conventions and 
Associations, and yet feel a hanker- 
ing for denominational organiza- 
tions. They plan new conventions 
or associations or other denomina- 
tional alignment or organization. 
We believe in independent local 
congregations, New Testament 


School, April 14-28, John R. Rice, 
pictured above, will teach the Book | | 


Book of Matthew 


In the Dallas Premillennial Bible 


of Matthew. 
There are many riches in. the 


Christ Announced and Postponed; 
The Sermon on the Mount; How 
to Pray; The Kingdom of Heaven 
Parables; The Church Which Jesus 
is Building; The Second Coming 
of Christ; The Wedding Supper; 
Was Jesus Crucified on Wednesday 
or Friday?; The Lord’s Supper 
Given; Resurrected Bodies That 


IMPROVED PAPER 


dress of The Sword of the Lord 
this week. The paper is one inch 


makes twenty column inches more 
room for gospel messages, than 


book of Matthew. Proof of the/ heretofore. The type is clearer. 
Deity of Christ; The John The! The advertisements stand out bet- 
Baptist Revival; The Kingdom of | ter. 


provement in the make-up of the 
paper from this time on that will 
be pleasing to all our friends. 


Sword of the Lord is to be off the 


BEGINNING TODAY 


Careful readers will like the new 


onger than it has been, which 


There will be permanent im- 


Off the Press Thursday Night 


Each week from now on, The 


How God Demands The Supernat F 


Abihu.”’ 
the sermon will be based is Leviti- 
cus 10:1-3 which says: 


churches patterned after the 
churches of the New Testament 
and following the precepts of the 
Bible, under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit without denominational 
leaders, programs, organizations or 
institutions. 

Last week I reminded you that 
many Baptists, making much of 


mission, Whom it Includes, What 


Eat and Drink; The Great Com- 


and How Long — all these subjects 
indicate what a wealth of Bible 
teaching there is in this precious 
book of Matthew, The Kingdom 
Gospel. It will be fresh, sharp 
teaching out of the Book itself. 


press Thursday night, and dis- 
tributed to the thousands of read- 
ers in Oak Cliff Friday morning. 
Advertisers will find the paper now 
a much better medium to appeal 
to Friday and Saturday shoppers. 
The promptness and circulation of 
the paper are guaranteed and the 


editor will be personally responsi- 


Baptist orthodoxy, try to follow 
not only the Bible but a great 


group of Baptist traditions as well. 
Such Baptists often teach that the 
Baptist denomination (which they 
call “The Baptist Church’’) is the 
true church and bride of Christ. 
Without intending to do so, they 
have a purely denominational idea 
not taught in the Bible. They teach 
what they call “Baptist church suc- 
cession,” that there has been an 
unbroken continuity of Baptist 
churches, (though called by various 
names) since the days of the 
apostles, that only such true 
churches have a right to ordain 
preachers, to administer the ordi- 
nances, preach the gospel, and to 
represent Christ on the earth. This 
is simply .a Baptist form of the 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Register in Advance for Room at Bible School 


We have been offering to fur- 
nish bed and breakfast to pastors 
attending the Bible School in Dal- 
las, April 14th to 28th, at the 

Fundamentalist Baptist Taber- 
nacle. From Missouri, Arizona, 
Oklahoma, and Texas preachers 
have written asking that bed and 
breakfast be reserved for them in 
the homes of the people. I am 
very happy at the response. So 
many preachers are coming to the 
Bible School that it is imperative 
for pastors who want rooms fur- 
nished free during the Bible School 
to register In advance. We should 
like to furnish to preachers and 
their wives who live outside of 
Dallas and vicinity bed and break- 
fast. Thus far we do not have 
as many homes offered as we be- 
lieve there will be pastors present 
in the Bible School. We cannot 
guarantee homes for those who do 


not write in advance announcing 
their intention of being present in 
the Bible School. So if you plan 
to attend the Bible School, April 
14th to 28th, or only for one week, 
write today to John R. Rice, 201 
East Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas. 

Meantime, if at the last moment 
one who reads this finds himself 
able to come to the Bible School, 
come on, and we will find a bed 
for you somewhere. If we do not 
have homes enough for the great 
number we expect, there will be 
room for cots in a dormitory near 
by for men. . Besides, light house- 
keeping rooms and bed rooms can 
be found near the tabernacle very 
cheaply, if several prefer to make 
their own arrangements together. 
Meals will be served at reputable 
places near the tabernacle for 25c 
each or less, according to present 


No text book but the Bible. Bring 
your Bible, pencil and note book 
and come prayerfully with an open 
heart expecting the eyes of your 
understanding to be enlightened by 
the Spirit of God. My, my what 
good things we will have in this 
Bible School! 

Bible teachers and preachers 
should have their ministry greatly 
enriched. 

And remember other Bible 
teachers include Dr. H. A, Iron- 
side, of Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, who will teach the Book 
of Acts, Brother Sam, Morris of 
Stamford who will teach the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ, Brother W. 
E. Hawkins of the Dallas Radio 
Revival, known to multiplied thou- 
sands who will teach Galatians, 
and Professor M. H. Duncan of 
Lubbock. Two other great speak- 
ers are reserved as a surprise since 
we cannot make exact announce- 
ment about them. Brother Lee 
Kidd, Oklahoma City, will direct 
the song service, with Mrs. Kidd 
at the piano. 

Already the meal is on the stove 
cooking and we are putting in 
more seasoning every day. The 
meat and the milk of The Word, 
the water and bread of life and the 
fruit of the Spirit will be plentiful 
for everybody. Like Jesus to the 
weary disciples in John 21:12 we 
say “come and dine”! 


—— -—Q-— - 


ATTEND THE 


BIBLE SCHOOL 
AT DALLAS 


APRIL 14th to 28th 


plans. 


ble to see that every advertiser is 
satisfied on these matters. 


For twenty-six weeks The Sword 
of the Lord and of John R. Rice 
has made its appearance. It is 
a work of love and of faith. Long 
days of toil, and hundreds of dol- 
lars have been poured into this 
publication in this half year past, 
in a sincere effort to take the gos- 
pel to the people. Souls have been 
saved by it. The Bible: has been 
taught. Sin has been exposed. 
Many a heart, we trust, has been 
blessed by the pages of this little 
paper. Subscriptions are coming 
in from everywhere. The paper is 
now being mailed to thirty-two 
states of the Union and to Canada 
and Mexico. Not a single issue 
has paid for the cost of publication, 
in money, but every issue has paid 
us back many fold in ioy for our 
burden and labor and expense. We 
thank God for the paper. We be- 
lieve it will soon be self-support- 
ing. We trust that our friends will 
pray to this end. 


Help spread the paper. Many 
sick in hospitals look for its com- 
ing every week. From many states 
come encouraging words of the 
blessings it has brought. Its stories 
of great revivals, its reports of 
happy conversions, its plain Bible 
teachings, its news of the work of 
the great Fundamentalist Baptist 
Church in Oak Cliff have inspired 
preachers, comforted the sorrow- 
ing, taught the student and wooed 
the sinner. See that your friends 
and neighbors get a copy. Better 
still, subscribe for it by mail, 
special offer continues through 
April, sixteen months for $1.00, 
eight months for 50c. 
John R. Rice, 
Street, Dallas, Texas. 


Fill out Subscription Blank 
page four. 


Address 
201 East Tenth 


on 


THE STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB AND ABIHU 
The “Orthodox Baptist Tradition 


John R. Rice to Teach 


ural in Religion, a Supernatur 
Change of Heart, Supernatural 
Power in Preaching, a Supernat- 
ural Christ a 


Sunday night at Fundamentalist 


Baptist Tabernacle, 201 East Tenth 
Street, the pastor will speak on 


“The Strange Fire of Nadab and 
The Scripture on which 


‘And Nadab and Abihu, the sons 
of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and 


strange fire before the Lord, which 
he commanded them not. And 
there went out fire from the Lord, 
and devoured them, and they died 
before the Lord. Then Moses said 
unto. Aaron, This is it that the Lord 
spake, saying, | will be sanctified 
in them that come nigh me, and. 
before all the people | will be glori- 

fied. And Aaron held his peace.” 


God demands that men recognize 
the supernatural in religion, a sup- 


a 
The pastor will show how any 
kind of religion which depends on 
human goodness, keeping com- 
mandments, and human morality 
for salvation is an abomination to 
God. He will show how even 
Christians cannot pray to please 
God, cannot win souls, cannot 
preach, cannot even read the Bible 
to be blessed without the super- 
natural working of ‘the Holy Spirit 
of God in the heart. This red hot 
sermon will be heard on Hell-bound 
moralists, on self-righteous Phar- 
isees and nominal, formal Chris- 
tians. Services begin at 7:30 p. m. 
Hear the Gospel message brought 
by this plain preaching, hard hit- 
ting, Bible teaching man of God. 


SUNDAY MORNING 


Hear John R. Rice teach 
large adult class the Word of 
God. 163 present last Sunday 
in this class. Help make it 
200 Sunday. Bring Bible. 
Come praying. Bring friends. 
Lesson II Chronicles, chapters 
17-20. 

Don’t miss 11:00 a. m. ser- 
mon. 


For the beautiful bouquet of 
flowers on the platform last Sun- 
day, we want to thank Mrs. Flagg 
fof the Flagg Floral Company, 324 
West Tenth Street. 

| Nee 


Hear Dr. H. A. Ironside in the 


Bible lectures on the book of Acts. 
Ps 


f 


put incense thereon, and offered — j 


pad inspired, infallible Bi- 
ble, a supernatural Christ, virgin - = 
born, a supernatural change of | 


hea : by faith, a sup-4 
e power on Christian tes- 
t nony, the power of the Holy 


Thanks, Mrs, Flagg | 
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Catholic doctrine of apostolic -suc- 
cession. It is fair to say that, his- 
torically, Catholics have much the 
better of the argument. If there 
is an unbroken denominational con- 
tinuity of. a true “church” in the 
Roman Catholic use of the term 
church, meaning a denomination, 
then Catholics certainly can come 
nearer proving that their denomi- 
nation is the true church than Bap- 
tists or anybody else can. This 
foolish argument is used by Catho- 
lics, Episcopalians, Campbellites 
and some Baptists. Roman Catho- 
lics originated the idea and have 
the best historical evidence. Episco- 
palians, claiming the same apos- 
tolic succession, come next in logi- 
cal order, then Baptists. Church 
of Christ or Campbellite people 
have the poorest argument, be- 
cause of the modern founding of 
their denomination, but uncon- 
sciously some Baptists and some 
“Church of Christ” people have the 
Same spirit of human vanity in 
this matter. 

In the Bible the word church 
does not mean a denomination, 
whether of Catholics or Baptists or 
anyone else, but simply a called 
out assembly. It means a local 
congregation or called out assem- 
bly and when the plural of assem- 
bly is used, it is always the plural 
form churches. A plurality of 
churches in the Bible is mentioned 
as a group of separate congrega- 
tions, not as a single. denomina- 
tional body. It is never proper 
therefore to speak of “The Baptist 
Church,” referring to more than 
one congregation. On the other 
hand, all the saved called out into 
the air to meet Christ and as- 
sembled in Heaven, will form “the 
general assembly and church of 
the first born, which are written 
in heaven, (Heb. 12:23). That body 
and bride of Christ, including all 
the saved who will be assembled 
in Heaven,- Jesus is now building 
and the gates of Hell cannot pre- 
vail against it. But that body of 
Christ is in no particular sense 
a Baptist body and no denomina- 
tion should claim to be that bride 
of Christ. That is a Roman Catho- 
lic conception, orginated in human 
pride, speaking of a purely human 
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organization, the denomination, 
which is not found in the Bible. 
Other denominationalists, including 
“strict orthodox Baptists” have 
taken up the false idea and the 
unscriptural use of the term 
“church,” referring to a denomina- 
tion or @ group of congregations. 


Therefore Bible Christians can- 
not possibly agree to the tradition 
of organic succession of churches, 
baptisms and ordinations. The Bi- 
ble does not so teach and history 
cannot prove any such doctrine. It 
is a human tradition, untrue to the 
Word of God, founded on false 
and wicked denominational pride, 
and we cannot be bound by it. 


The fact is that there was not 
much unity of doctrine even with 
the churches mentioned in the New 
Testament. The church at Corinth 
had the tongues heresy and went 
wrong on almost identically the 
same matters as Pentecostal peo- 
ple sometimes do today. The 
churches of Galatia held to the Mo- 
saic law and Sabbath and carnal 
ordinances, very much like Seventh 
Day Adventists do today. The 
whole idea of Baptist succession is 
calculated’ to make “strong Bap- 
tists” and weak Christians. It 
tends, not toward a dependence on 
the Bible, and humility of heart, 
but toward Baptist pride and ar- 
rogancy and the following of Bap- 
tist customs and traditions. 


You can see, then, why I do not 
make so much of the Baptist name. 
Some preacher says that John the 
Baptist baptized Jesus and all the 
apostles and that made them Bap- 
tists, and that all New Testament 
Christians were Baptists. Well, 
supposing they were, they didn’t 
brag about it, and if they said 


nothing about it at all, I dare say,, 


we would do best not to make fool- 
ish boasts about things that they 
didn’t mention. If Paul was a Bap- 
tist, he did not care enough about 
it to discuss it. Actually, he did 
not call himself by that name. 

In my early ministry, I preached 
sermons on “Baptist doctrine.” I 
have long ago quit that and now 
I preach all my sermons on “Bible 
doctrine.” If Baptists have in- 
vented them any doctrines of their 
own, then they are no better than 
other men invented. If Baptists 
simply found them in the Bible, 
then they have no boast to make, 
and the doctrines do not belong 
to the Baptists, but to God. This 
whole article is written as a call 
for men to leave tradition and 
come back to the Word of God 
itself. Let the Bible settle every- 
thing. I do not say to a Methodist 
or to a member of a “Church of 
Christ,” “Leave your denomination 
and come over and join mine. 
Leave off Methodist tradition and 
follow Baptist tradition.” Instead, 
I say to them, “Let us all leave 
off our traditions of every kind 
and come back to the Word of 
God.” On that happy basis, I have 
baptized multitudes of men and 
women who before called them- 
selves Methodist, or Christians, or 
Bresbyterians, or Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists, or Roman Catholics. 

On the Bible basis I am willing 
to meet anybody in the world and 


Phone 2-2421 
Res. 5-4868 


Dr. Bruno J. Thiers 


Optometrist 


Eye Examinations and Making of Correct Glasses 


2nd Floor 
Sanger Bros. Bldg. 


have sweet fellowship. But I can- 
not wear, and many Fundamental- 
ists everywhere will refuse to 
wear the so-called “orthodox 
Baptist” straight-jacket of tradi- 
tion. 


A 


Other Traditions 


I mention briefly some other 
matters in which Baptists have too 
long been slaves to tradition. 

Baptists have relied too much on 
Pendleton’s Church Manual. If it 
takes Pendleton’s Church Manual, 
then certainly New Testament 
churches were not Baptist 
churches, for they did not have 
Pendleton’s Church Manual. If 
churches must be organized with 
the statement of faith, and the 
church covenant found in Pendle- 
ton’s Church Manual, before they 
are orthodox churches, then our 
church in Dallas is not an ortho- 
dox church, but neither was the 
one at Jersualem nor the one at 
Rome. If men find any human book 
suggestive and helpful, I am glad 
for them to use it as far as it is 
true to' the Bible. But when any 
human book becomes an authority 
to be binding on churches and 
preachers, then men have human 
traditions ahead of God and make 
the commandments of God of no 
effect by their traditions. 


If ordination services of preach- 
ers or deacons must be carried on 
like those in the Baptist Manuals 
for the church and preacher to 
be orthodox, then New Testament 
churches were not orthodox. I re- 
fuse to be bound by such tradi- 
tional standards. In so far as such 
practices do not violate the Scrip- 
tures, I do not mind them being 
used as a matter of choice. But 
when such customs are taken as 
authorative along with the Bible 
then I refuse to accept the author- 
ity of any custom and follow the 
Bible alone, as God gives me light 
to understand. 


Baptists have a tradition that all 
authority for preaching the gospel 
is in the churches, and therefore 
that any preacher who comes in 
to hold a revival meeting and win 
souls in a community where there 
is an “Orthodox Baptist Church,” 
is out of his place, is an usurper 
and an interloper, and Baptist 
preachers and churches regularly 
oppose revivals not sponsored by 
some regular church. In actual 
practice they have greatly reduced 
their opposition to the revival work 
of other congregations or churches 
inacommunity, not orthodox 
Baptist churches, but when an in- 
dependent soul winning evangelist 
comes in for a revival he usually 
meets the sternest opposition from 
regular “Orthodox Baptists.” This 
Baptist tradition would make of 
none effect the leading of the 
Holy Spirit on a preacher. I here 
and now declare my independence 
in this matter. Neither the Pope 
at Rome, nor Baptist headquarters, 
nor any local church itself has 


the right to tell-me in what com-)} 


munity I shall or shall not preach. 
Each church has a right to say 
who shall be its own pastor and 
who shall preach in its own build- 
ing. Outside of that, no church in 
the world has the authority from 
God to stop preachers or start 
preachers. Every individual 
Christian in the world can have 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
of God as to his duty in soul win- 
ning, and as to his interpretation 
of the Word of God. 


There is a Baptist tradition that 
business of the church. must be 
attended to in a “business meet- 
ing,” that there must be a formal 
motion and second to attend to 
business and in receiving members. 
Yet there is not a single case 


/in the entire Bible of church b si 


ness being attended to by motion 
and second. In the approval of 
Cornelius and his household for 
baptism in Acts 10:47, there is no 
motion, no second, and as far as 
we know, nothing formal about it. 
The six Christian Jews who were 
present simply agreed with Peter 
that the new converts were saved 
and should be baptized. If that 
was good enough for Bible times 
it is good enough for 1935. I be- 
lieve in following the Bible pattern 
and my church votes on the re- 
ception of members and votes to 
approve candidates for baptism. 
But it is not done in the formal 
manner of a motion and second. 


As far as there is any advantage 
in doing so, I like to- please my 
brethren and avoid controversy. 
But when it is a case of accepting 
the Bible or accepting human tra- 
ditions, I have no choice in the 
matter. If custom is not contrary 
to the Bible, and is not held up as 
binding, then I will observe it 
whenever it will make for better 
fellowship and better understand- 
ing. But where it is insisted that 
I observe Baptist customs and re- 
ceive the tradition of men as the 
commands of God, then I can make 
no concession to please my breth- 
ren and I do not want peace, but 
war. The very integrity and the 
authority of the Bible itself is at 
stake when men demand some- 
thing else be received as authori- 
tative. God is a jealous God and we 
do well to be jealous concerning 
His Word. I do not mind being 
a Baptist when Baptists stay ab- 
solutely with the Bible, without 
adding to it or taking from it. 
When they add to it then immedi- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


wv _ ~~~ 
—-—_ ~~” 


FOR YARD WORK 
Call 9-1517 
Experienced man— Prices 
Reasonable 


GRADY HARDING 


i i te i = = =. - -— = - = - - - - - - - = 


i tin -_ 
ee te ti 


Eee ee eee ee ee emCLcemCTL CT 


Subscribe for THE SWORD OF 
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WHITE'S BEAUTY SHOP 


Permanent waving a specialty 
“Best For Less” 
Mrs. J. O. White, Prop. 
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NEW ARRIVALS IN WASHABLE SILKS AND 


BOBERT’S READY -TO-WEAR 
135 W. JEFFERSON 


FROCKS 


Men’s Suits 25c 
Ladies’ Coats 50c 
Cleaned and Pressed 


CLEANING 
Pants 15c 


Men’s O’Coats 50c . 
Ladies’ Dresses 50c 
Cash and Carry 


210 S. Madison, East of Sears 


15c — HAIRCUTS — 15c 
Boys and Girls under 14 years. — Except Saturday, 20c 
Ladies’ and Men’s Haircuts, 20c 


BARBER AND TAILOR SHOP 


J. R. GOLDSTON, Prop. 


N. W. SALES 


123 West 


Jefferson 


Specials for Friday and Saturday 


10 POUNDS 
SPUDS for 


ADMIRATION 
COFFEE Ib.. .25c 


10 POUNDS 
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SUGAR .... 48c 


GUARANTEED 
FLOUR 6 lb. .27c 


4 POUNDS 
Shortening .. 5lc 


ADMIRATION 
. 15¢ 


TEA ¥% lbb.. 
BACON Ib., . 27c 


SLICED 
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No. 7 
ROAST lb. . . 13c 


LEG 
LAMB Ib. .. 


ROUND 
STEAK Ib... .18c 


3 No. 2 cans 
Tomatoes 


No. 16 
MOP each... 15c 


6 SMALL CANS 
MILK ...... 18¢ 


BANANAS lb.. 4c 
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Tradition — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


ately, in that matter, I cease to be 
a good Baptist and shall endeavor 
to be simply a good Christian. 


How Baptist Tradition 
Supersedes the Bible 


There are certain wicked results 
of denominational tradition that 
every Christian needs to know and 
needs to beware of. Actually de- 
nominational tradition is a form 
of modernism. It is the same form 
of heresy that is the principal sin 
of the Roman Catholic Ghurch. 
Catholics believe the Bible is the 
Word of God but they add to that 
the interpretation of Popes and 
councils, and the tradition of the 
church. Likewise for a Baptist to 
feel bound by Pendleton’s Church 
Manual or Baptist traditions is 
exactly the same sin as Christian 
Scientists commit in relying on the 
writings of Mary Baker Eddy, 
counting them inspired like the 
Bible. Baptist tradition is as much 
an addition to the Word of God 
as is the book of Mormon when 
used by “Latter-Day Saints” or 
Mormons. Men always go away 
from the Bible when they put 
something else in place of the Bi- 
ble. I am not against Christian 
literature. I am against using liter- 
ature in the Sunday School in 
place of the Bible. Likéwise, I 
am against following Baptist tra- 
dition in the churches as author- 
itative instead of the Bible. De- 
pending on an Episcopalian Prayer 
Book or a Methodist Discipline for 
doctrine and form of worship and 
church method is not one whit 
worse than depending on Pendle- 
ton’s Church Manual. In all three 
cases they minimize the Word of 
God and lead people to think it 
is not sufficient as a rule of faith 
and practice. Let us away with 
this modernism and go back to the 
Bible, the Word of God. 


The constant aim of the devil 
is to get men to believe the Bible 
is out of date, and is not sufficient 
for this modern age. The devii 
has created a widespread Baptist 
tradition that the Bible way is not 
neccessary or not sufficient for to- 
day. That is why the average Bap- 
tist thinks that Mission Boards, 
denominational secretaries, etc., 
are essential. To be sure churches 
in the New Testament did not 
have them, but “orthodox Bap- 
tists” have'been taught that these 
modern ways are better than the 
Bible ways. 

Likewise ‘‘orthodox Baptists’’ 
have been taught that the power 
that New Testament Chistians had 
is not available today. Preach to 
the average Baptist from the text 
“|. and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost. For the prom- 
ise is unto you and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call” (Acts 2:38,39), or 
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preach on any of the several com- 
mands in the Bible for us to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit or. to 
be endued with power from on high 
and he will either not know any- 
thing about what you are talking 
about, or will feel that you are 
a heretic and a Holy Roller. Bap- 
tist tradition says that the power 
that came on the 120 at Pente- 
cost, soul winning power, is not 
for us today, though Acts 2:4 says, 
“And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost,” though the same 
statement word for word is re- 
peated about the same crowd in 
Acts 4:31, “and they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost,” and though 
Ephesians 5:18 likewise commands 
us “And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; But be filled 
with the spirit.” But their tradi- 
tions here have made the com- 
mandments of God of none effect. 
The churches are often dying, cold 
refrigerators, the members are 
often worldly and frigid, and the 
preachers often formal and power- 
less, with no tears, no passion and 
no conversions. And yet Baptist 
tradition says we do not need and 
cannot have the same power they 
had in Bible times. The average 
Baptist does not know the differ- 
ence between the tongues heresy 
with the unscriptural fanaticism of 
Holy Rollers, and the New Testa- 
ment teaching about Holy Spirit 
baptism or filling, for soul winning 
power and joy. 

It is a customary teaching of 
traditional Baptists that “the age 
of miracles has passed” though the 
Scripture nowhere says anything 
of the kind nor even hints at it. 
In fact the Book of Revelation 
plainly teaches that the age of 
miracles is not passed and that 
again, in the tribulation period, 
many miracles will be made mani- 
fest to the world. The words of 
Jesus, “What things soever ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have 
them” (Mark 11:24) and still in 
the Bible, but Baptist traditions 
have made them of none effect. 
The words of Jesus “If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye shall say unto the mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; 
and it shall remove; and nothing 
shall be impossible unto you” 
(Matthew 17:20) is still in the 
Bible but Baptist tradition has 
made it of none effect. The Sav- 
iour never said that the time would 
come when men cannot have mira- 
cles in answer to faith. He did 
indicate that traditions would su- 
persede the Bible with many and 
indicated that faith would grow 
less. He said, “when the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). I 
make no claim to have any miracle 
working power. If you say so, you 
do not see any miracles taking 
place around about us then I re- 
mind you that not many people 
in Bible times saw miracles either. 
For that matter not many people 
ever worked miracles in Bible 
times. Aside from the twelve and 
the seventy, I remember only 
Stephen and Philip who worked 
miracles in New Testament times, 
and most Christians never did 
work a miracle. Peter raised one 
woman from the dead but evidently 
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never did it again. The Scripture | taught men not to expect great | 


is still true, “According to your 
faith be it unto you” (Matthew 
9:29). When Jesus said “these 
signs (miracles or wonders) shall 
follow them that believe’ (Mark 
16:17) the Saviour did not mean 
that every Christian even in Bible 
times would work all these mira- 
cles. No, these signs would only 
come to those who had faith for 
them, to those who believed for 
them. By our foolish and wicked 
traditions, men have taken away 
from the power of God, have dis- 


couraged people from prayer, have 


things from God. Traditions have 
so supplanted the Bible till men 
do not pray for rain as they did in 
Bible times, or do not pray for dry 
weather when we need it. Men do 
not pray for jobs, and when they 
pray for health they do not depend 
on God but on doctors and hos- 
pitals. Men do not pray for earth- 
quakes like this in Acts 4:31 or 
like that one at Phillipi in Acts 
16. 


(Continued in Next. Issue) 
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It is very important to you to buy your car 
from a company known to be reliable. 


Perry Motor Company has earnestly tried 
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Bogard — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


against -Fundamentalists, and 
wrote editorials against the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible. For in- 
stance, in “The Baptist and Com- 
moner”’ for July 19, 1932, page 6, 
an editorial by Dr. Bogard had the 
heading “The Mechanical Theory 
of Inspiration’ in which he named 
the editor of this paper and mocked 
at the idea that God gave the very 
words of the original manuscripts 
in the Bible. Here are some quo- 
tations from that editorial by Dr. 
Bogard in his own paper. 


"lf the VERY WORDS, the ex- 


Spirit in giving the Scriptures to 
the inspired writers, then please 
somebody explain this puzzle. There 
was a SUPERSCRIPTION or title 
written over the head of Jesus 
when he was crucified THERE 
WAS ONLY ONE SUPERSCRIP- 
TION written in Greek, Latin and 
Hebrew. Written in three lan- 
guages so all could read it without 
mistake. What was that SUPER- 
‘SCRIPTION? If the Holy Spirit 
GAVE THE EXACT WORDS to 
the writers, then it is certain that 
they did not write it as the Holy 
Spirit gave it because they have 
written in FOUR DIFFERENT 
WAYS." 

"WHAT WERE THE EXACT 
WORDS? | confess to you | do 
not know and neither does John 
UR. Rice, Frank Norris, nor any of 
the rest of them. Can't anybody 


Stop guessing and 
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act words were dictated by the/ 


to write THE IDEA, to write the 
substance of what was put over 
his head in their own words? If 
the Holy Spirit DICTATED THE 
EXACT WORDS as a business man 
DICTATES A LETTER TO A STE- 
NOGRAPHER, there could have 
been only ONE SET OF WORDS 
USED. But there are FOUR DIF- 
FERENT SETS OF WORDS, show- 
ing that the writers were not given 
the EXACT WORDS, but were 
given by the Spirit the IDEA 
ONLY and they wrote that idea 
in their own words... .' 

"lf the Holy Spirit gave the 
EXACT WORDS to BOTH Mat- 
thew and Luke then one of them 
failed or refused to write those 
exact words. There is no way 
around this conclusion. But the 
SAME IDEA EXACTLY expressed 
in different words is found in both 
accounts. | am getting tired of 
hearing good brethren accused of 
being Modernistis for such as this." 


The above quotations are taken 
as they are given in Dr. Bogard’s 
paper, “The Baptist and Common- 
er.” They are word for word quo- 
tations and even captials are Dr. 
Bogard’s own, not mine. Dr. 
Bogard expressly said that God did 
not give the exact words in the 
Bible, that God gave the idea and 
that the writers of the Bible wrote 
that idea in their own words! That 
is as flat a denial of verbal in- 
spiration or word for word inspira- 
tion as it would be possible for 
any infidel to make. I do not say 
Dr. Bogard is an infidel, I simply 
say he denies verbal inspiration 
just as strongly as any infidel 
could. Then he comes out in the 
Fundamentalist and states that he 
believes in verbal inspiration, that 
his paper stands for verbal in- 
spiration, and that his paper has 
been a Fundamentalist paper for 
twenty-five years! 


Has Dr. Bogard changed? He 
professes not, says he has been the 
same for twenty-five years. 

,/Or does Dr. Bogard simply want 

the influence of Fundamentalist 
people to help build his Bible 
School at Little Rock? Does he 
want to sell his debate books to 
fundamentally sound Baptists and 
is that the reason that he: now 
claims to be an ardent Fundamen- 
talist ? 


Daniel Leadership of the Holy Spirit 
Dr. Bogard not only denied the 
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verbal inspiration of the Bible, but 
has plainly taught people not to 
expect impressions and guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. He stated in 
a pulpit in Dallas and has else- 
where, that the Holy Spirit will not 
help a preacher understand his Bi- 
ble. The “American Baptist,” a 
publication from Dr. Bogard’s state 
of Arkansas, a fine paper, called 
Dr. Bogard in question before this 
writer did, and his unbelief about 
verbal inspiration and leadership 
of the Holy Spirit are well known 
in many parts of Arkansas. The 
“American Baptist’ for December 
19th, 1934, three months ago, had 
an editorial on this question by the 
editor, Dr. J. T. Moore. The first 
paragraph of that editorial is as 
follows: 


"At this writing we have not 
seen an issue of the ‘Baptist and 
Commoner,’ so we do not know 
whether Dr. Ben M. Bogard has an- 
swered our questions put to him 
is last issue of the American Bap- 
tist that we asked him regarding 
the inspiration and the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit. We hope that 
he has done so, and that he has 
realized his error and is now in ac- 
cord with the Word of God, and 
Baptist teaching, for to be wrong 
on the inspiration and the leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit is to hold 
a dangerous heresy.” 


You_are right, Dr. Moore. The 
rest of the editorial is a fine article 
on the inspiration of the Bible, 
quoting C. H. Spurgeon, B. H. Car- 
rol and others who believe the 
word for word inspiration of the 
Bible. Dr. Moore quoted these 
writers in opposing Dr. Bogard’s 
unscriptural and modernistic teach- 
ings. Fundamentally sound Bap- 
tists have always believed in the 
word for word or~verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible. ° 


Shall We Have Rélice 
With Unbelievers? 


I like to have peace with my 
brethren. But personally I do not 
feel that the cause of Christ, the 
Fundamentalist movement, and the 
gospel, will gain anything by en- 
dorsing those who scoff at the idea 
of word for word inspiration of the 
Bible and poke fun at the idea 
of the Holy Spirit leadership and 
Holy Spirit power in the preach- 
ing of the gospel and in personal 
witnessing for Christ. When the 
term Fundamentalist gets to mean 
that kind of doctrine, then it will 
be time to change names. There 
are sO many of that kind of so- 
called “orthodox Baptists” that I 
am “leery” of that term. 

I should like to have good fellow- 
ship. with Dr. Bogard, if he will 
renounce his unscriptural position 
on inspiration of the Bible and the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit. Even 
if he does not, we wish him no 
ill, except that we do not want to 
be responsible for his false teach- 
ing and cannot endorse his paper, 
his Bible School, and his debate 
book, as long as they teach such 
dangerous, hurtful heresies. 
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Rev. Sam Morris will teach Dan- 
iel and Revelation and the second 
coming of Christ in the Dallas Bi- 
ble School, April 14th to 28th. 


Women 


Young women in high school and 
business are especially wanted in 
the class taught by Mrs. John R. 
Rice. If you want to learn the 
Bible, if you want to know the 
Lord, if you want to know His will, 
come to this Bible class. 

We have no parties and no en- 
tertainmenhts, but meet only to 
study the Word. 

We began in January, 1933, with 
Genesis 1:1, and have gone 
straight through chapter by chap- 
ter, to this Sunday when we study 
II Chronicles, chapters 17-20. 

Young women, bring your Bibles 
and study with us and let the Lord 
teach you and make you happy 
and successful. 

—Mrs. John R. Rice. 
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Homes in Dallas who will fur- 
nish bed and breakfast for preach- 
ers either one or two weeks dur- 
ing the Bible School, April 14th 
to 28th, please ’phone the church 
office, 6-6888. 
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The Rice-Oliphant Debate, sev- 
eral hundred pages, to be published 
soon, $1.00 a copy. Write John 
R. Rice, 201 East Tenth Street, 
Dallas, Texas. 
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Rev. W. E. Hawkins, Jr., “Radio 
Revival Hawkins,” will teach the 
book of Galatians in the Bible 
‘School. 
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Attend The 
Bible School 
April 14th to 28th 
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Rev. John R. Rice 
201 East Tenth Street 
Dallas, Texas 

Inclosed find $1.00. Please send 
me The Sword of the Lord for 
sixteen months according to your 
bargain offer. (50c for eight 
months subscription). 
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Bible Class for Young. 


